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group, w h i c h  we w ere i n vited to, w h i c h  w ill be looking at 
sh aring resources co n c e r n i n g  pub l i c  h e a l t h  emergencies. But I 
th i n k  this is an opportunity, w h i l e  I am there, to v i s i t  with 
those p e o p l e  f rom M issouri an d  surr o u n d i n g  states on possible 
entering into a p u r c h a s i n g  p ool w h i c h  N e b r a s k a  c o u l d  beco m e  a 
p a r t  of. A n d  w h e n  y ou start t a l k i n g  ab o u t  six, eight, ten 
m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  b e i n g  i nvolved in p u r c h a s i n g  of d r u g s  I believe 
that w e  c an d o  a excel l e n t  job of n e g o t i a t i n g  with 
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  companies to a c hieve the lowest c o s t  p ossib le 
along w i t h  that to cover that cost of administration. T h o s e  are 
just some of the things that we might explore. Also, w e  need to 
do a b e t t e r  job of e d u c a t i n g  our citizens. Th e  a v e r a g e  person 
on M e d i c a i d  is t a k i n g  some n i n e  m e d i c a t i o n s  pe r  day. Many 
times, I t h i n k  w e  n e e d  to look...

S E N ATOR CUDABACK: Time.

S E N ATOR JENSEN: T h a n k  you, Mr. President.

S E N ATOR CUDABACK: T h a n k  you, Senator Jensen. Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Cha m b e r s  w o u l d  m o v e  to bracket
the bill un t i l  April 10, 2002.

S E N ATOR CUDABACK: Senator Chambers, y o u ' r e  r e c o g n i z e d  to open
on y our b r a c k e t  m o t i o n  to LB 1148.

S E N ATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, m e m b e r s  of th e  Legislature,
I'm g o i n g  to y i e l d  some of m y  t ime to S e nator Connealy.

S E N ATOR CUDABACK: Senator Connealy.

S E N ATOR CONNEALY: Thank you. Senator Cudaback, and t h a n k  you,
Senator Chambers. I want to t h a n k  S e n a t o r  J e n s e n  and the
c ommittee for intr o d u c i n g  this study. It's p r o b a b l y  all we can 
do at this time, b u t  I do h a v e  a bill in front of th e  committee 
t h at  call for a senior d r u g  p r o g r a m  and I w a n t  to m a k e  sure that 
t h i s...this study is results oriented, n ot just s t u d y i n g  the 
problem. Currently, 31 states h a v e  some k i n d  of senior drug 
p r o gram a nd t h e y ' r e  s tarting to get w a i v e r s  f rom federal 
government to ge t  these p a i d  for and, b e c a u s e  of th e  national


